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to read to us, and to watch over us with all a mother's
love."

It was the time when Joseph Chamberlain was
beginning his municipal career, and from the first his
wife encouraged him. "While we were at Ilfracombe
in 1869 I received an invitation to stand for the Town
Council, which I accepted with her cordial con-
currence." That was the year in which the present
Prime Minister was born. She was the ideal wife for a
busy public man. "The articles which I wrote in the
Fortnightly Review were submitted to her criticism first,
and it was with her approval and at her desire that
the first of these articles was sent to the Press." Nor
was this all, for "she gave up much time to the
arrangements of reports and extracts and speeches
which might be useful in my work, and which she
took pleasure in indexing and arranging for ready
reference". As a hostess she left nothing to be desired,
and she knew how to make guests at their ease both at
home and at the Town Hall. As Mayoress of Birming-
ham she helped her husband to entertain the Prince
and Princess of Wales during their memorable visit to
the city. Yet, "she was never very strong, and had a
delicate and spiritual look which sometimes made me
anxious, but her spirit was indomitable, and she did
not know what idleness was." -That courage and
industry she was to transmit in full measure to her son.
In February, 1875, she died within twenty-four hours
of giving birth to a child, who followed its mother so
soon afterwards that both were laid in the same
coffin.

Neville was the eldest of his father's second family,
and there were also three girls. Mr. Joseph Chamber-
lain was left with six young children, of whom the